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Introduction

Many parapsychologists have commented upon the apparently elusive nature of psi
phenomena (e.g., Kennedy, 2003). This may be seen, for instance, in the ubiquitous
pattern of declining effect sizes in particular research paradigms, in the rarity of well-
documented cases of Recurrent Spontaneous Psychokinesis (RSPK) (Lucadou &
Zahradnik, 2004), and in Kenneth Batcheldor’s observation that his sitter group
phenomena could not be obtained when attempts were made to observe and record
them on camera (Batcheldor, 1979). Walter von Lucadou has proposed the Model of
Pragmatic Information (MPI; Lucadou, 1995) to account for these anecdotal and
experimental demonstrations of the elusiveness of psi. A variant of observational
theory, the MPI is a system theoretical model which states that psi phenomena are
non-local correlations in psycho-physical systems instead of signals or forces. A
fundamental limit on these non-local correlations is that they cannot be used to
transmit meaningful or pragmatic {useful) information. In practical terms, the attempt
to document in detail or observe psi effects is a form of pragmatic information, and
thus violates one of the fundamental assumptions of the MPL

The MPI (and its recent interpretation in terms of entanglement correlations in
Generalized Quantum Theory; Lucadou, Rémer & Walach, 2007; see also Radin,
2006, for an accessible account of entanglement and psi phenomena, and Clarke,
2008) therefore provides a theoretical approach to understanding phenomena such as
decline effects in psi research and the elusiveness of psi. The MPI also makes several
predictions about enhancing or extinguishing psi effects, both in the laboratory and in
field situations. For instance, if a person experiencing RSPK phenomena is asked to
make a thorough documentation of future phenomena (such as setting up video
cameras or making a diary of experiences), the MPI predicts that the phenomena will
decline and be extinguished. Lucadou reports anecdotally that in cases where
individuals have approached him distressed about their anomalous experiences, he has
successfully applied this model to lead to the termination of the anomalous
experiences (Lucadou & Zahradnik, 2004). However, this prediction has not yet been
formally tested.

This research brief will present a summary and progress report on the study set up to
test the claim that spontaneous cases of the RSPK-type will decline or extinguish
when documented. We have called this the ‘Europsi’ study because it involves a pan-
European collaboration of parapsychologists and clinicians who receive contacts from
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members of the public about their anomalous experiences. As previous research
conducted by the Koestler Parapsychology Unit has shown, such contacts are quite
common (Coelho, Tierney & Lamont, 2008). Involving these contacts in systematic
research, the Europsi study provides the opportunity to learn something about the
nature of psi.

Objectives

The ‘Europsi’ study has two primary objectives. The first is to conduct a scientific test
of von Lucadou’s Model of Pragmatic Information (MPI) using European cases of
RSPK-type experiences. The second is to build a Europe-wide collaborative network
of research units and individuals who are contacted by members of the public seeking
help or information about their anomalous experiences. In the course of the study we
will also start to gather a collection of European RSPK-type cases.

Methods

The MPI predicts that spontaneous poltergeist-type experiences will decline in cases
that are evaluated by researchers, relative to cases that are not subject to investigation.
The study tests this hypothesis by inviting members of the public who report
poltergeist-type experiences to log on to a secure website and enter details about their
experiences. For half of the cases, these details are viewed and evaluated by a
researcher. For the other half, the descriptions are never viewed. The participants are
not aware of their condition allocation. The experience of involvement in the study is
identical for every participant; the only difference is in the way that the submitted
case information is subsequently handled. Participants are randomly allocated to the
two conditions.

Two to three weeks later the participants are automatically prompted to re-visit the
study website and complete a follow-up form indicating whether there has been any
alteration in the frequency of type of experiences that they are having. The analysis,
which is conducted blind to condition allocation, will compare the follow-up reports
on the evaluated cases with those of the never-evaluated cases. The MPI predicts that
the ‘evaluated’ cases will show a decline in poltergeist-type experiences compared to
the ‘never-evaluated’ cases.

The study has obtained ethical approval from the University of Edinburgh’s
Psychology Department ethics panel.

Preliminary Results: The study ends after two years of data collection, or sixty cases
of RSPK-type experiences, whichever comes first. Data collection commenced in
October 2009. The design of the study means that analysis does not take place until
the period of data collection concludes, therefore interim results are not available for
reporting. However, we can report that the second objective of this study, to build a
collaborative network of European researchers, has been achieved already. Over fifty
individuals and research units across Europe, representing 13 different nationalities,
have agreed to participate in this study. We are sending quarterly updates to all of
these collaborators, to inform them of the progress of the study, and to remind them of
the agreed protocol. To date, there have been over 20 referrals to the study; about one
third of these have not met the entrance criteria and so have not progressed to full
participation. The level of referrals shows that the collaborative network is working
well, and the automated ‘gate-keeping’, intended to protect potential participants who



may be suffering from clinical psychological problems, also seems to be functioning
as intended.
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