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GSR biofeedback training, may substantially reduce seizure frequency in
drug refractory epilepsy, highlighting the potential therapeutic value of
this method.
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Abstract:
Previously we noted that the use of the umbrella term ‘psi’ to encompass
both ESP and PK phenomena implies that they share some common
features and perhaps reflect a single underlying process, but this has not
yet been tested systematically. We identified a number of the more prom-
ising variables that suggested either that ESP and PK performance pat-
terns were similar or were distinct. We hoped to replicate those patterns
using a specially designed protocol that allowed us to test both ESP and
PK in comparable conditions and which controlled for possible expect-
ancy effects.
After initial pilot testing, four experiments were conducted:
Study 1 compared personality covariates of performance for ESP and PK
tasks. In terms of overall outcome the study was disappointing, with
overall sums of ranks for finishing positions a little worse than mean
chance expectation. However, there were a number of interesting inter-
nal effects, particularly for prior experience and state and trait anxiety,
which seemed to be consistent with previous findings.
Study 2 considered the effects of expectancy by comparing performance
in an informed condition with that in a blind condition. The overall
outcome was again disappointing, with sums of ranks very similar to
those for Study 1. However, we did find that participants performed
significantly better in the blind condition, suggesting that poor perform-
ance was not due to a disenchantment effect brought about by the use of
deception. The internal effects noted in Study 1 were not strongly repli-
cated here.
Study 3 considered the effects of arousal level upon performance. This
was manipulated by instructing participants to adopt a relaxed/passive
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or aroused/active strategy, and by playing rousing or calming classical
music. The overall outcome was somewhat better than previously and
slightly (though not significantly) better than chance. No evidence was
found for the suggestion that a more aroused state might be PK condu-
cive but a relaxed state better for ESP functioning.
Study 4 focused on possible experimenter effects. Russell Davey con-
ducted 20 trials, much as before, but Chris Roe conducted the other 20
trials. It was hypothesised that Roe’s participants might fare better since
Roe is a more experienced researcher and as its main designer and
fundraiser has a greater ‘ownership’ of this project. We also included a
questionnaire that asked about aspects of the experimenter-participant
interaction. There was a further improvement in the overall outcome.
Roe’s participants fared better than Davey’s, suggestively so overall and
significantly so for disguised ESP trials. A number of the interaction items
correlated remarkably strongly with task performance.

Título/Title: “Anosognosia - bases biológicas da unidade da consciência”
– “Behavioural Innatention Test for the Portuguese population”
Instituição/Institution: Centro de Estudos Egas Moniz, Hospital Sta.
Maria - Lisboa
Duração prevista/Estimated duration: 2001/07 - 2004/03
Investigadores/Researchers: Prof. Isabel Pavão Martins, Dra. Clara de
Santos Loureiro, Prof. José M. Ferro, Dra. Tânia Fernandes
Abstract:
Background: Unilateral Neglect is a complex syndrome characterized by
an inability to attend to or act upon stimuli in the space contralateral to a
brain lesion (without any access to consciousness). The diagnosis de-
pends on the application of tests, not always normalized to the healthy
population in each country.

Aims: To obtain normative data for the Behavioural Inattention Test (BIT)
in the Portuguese population.

Method: The test was applied to 72 healthy individuals (without clinical
evidence of cognitive deterioration or psychiatric illness). Fifty individu-
als were females and twenty-two males, aged between 20 and 82 years


