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Abstract

The use of the umbrella term ‘psi' to encompass both ESP and PK
phenomena implies that they share some common features and perhaps
reflect a single underlying process, but this assumption has not yet been
subject to any kind of systematic test. Empirical evidence that bears on
the question of whether ESP and PK are simply expressions of a unitary
phenomenon is at best circumstantial. At worst it reflects a lack of
consistency in the literature in considering performance patterns for ESP
and only a modest interest in correlates of PK performance. Where patterns
have been identified for one domain they may not have been studied for
the other so that comparisons are limited. Nevertheless there is some
suggestion that similar personality types excel at both tasks (cf. Schmidt
& Schlitz, 1989) but that ideal circumstances may be polarised for certain
variables (for example participant relaxation, and environmental
geomagnetic flux). If replicated these patterns must surely tell us something
meaningful about the nature(s) of these phenomena. Comparisons are
made more difficult, however, because the mode of testing for ESP is
typically quite different from that for PK and apparent differences may
be artefacts caused by situational factors. In this paper we describe the
first in a series of four studies that will use a standard ‘greyhound racing’
computer game protocol which allows both phenomena to be tested for
within exactly the same context. The computer game will be demonstrated
and the findings from study 1 will be presented.
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