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The Bial Foundation has financially supported me, Dr. Michael A. Thalbourne, and my
Ph.D. student, Lance Storm (L.S.), over the course of the year 2001. The following is a
progress report concerning the experimental and written work carried out on the project.

Experimental Work
Two experiments are currently completed and are in the progress of being written up:

The third of four experiments was constructed and involved participants who are
skeptical about ESP, performing a 100-trial ESP guessing task on computer. It was
expected that “naive” skeptics (i.e., those who do not know about the concept of psi-
missing) would continue to psi-miss, while those skeptics who are “sophisticated”
(instructed that significant negative scores are evidence of psi) would score significantly
close to the chance baseline. Soliciting participants for this experiment was made harder
by the reluctance of skeptics to participate in an experiment on a phenomenon in which
they do not believe.

The fourth experiment was a study with gamblers and non-gamblers (as controls) to
determine if success at the gambling task was greater in those with the stronger pro
attitude, and to examine necessary conditions such as belief in good luck and Jungian
personality types.

Thesis Chapters
Currently, ten chapters of the thesis are completed and in the final stage of proof reading
by the second principle supervisor Dr. Peter Delin. The two final chapters are at various

stages of completion. The twelve chapters are entitled thus:

Chapter 1: Introduction to Parapsychology.

Chapter 2: Meta-Analysis in Parapsychology—Part One: The Ganzfeld
Domain.

Chapter 3: Meta-Analysis in Parapsychology—Part Two: Other Paranormal
Domains.



Chapter 4: The Theory of Psychopraxia.

Chapter 5: The Transliminal Connection between Paranormal Effects and
Personality in an Experiment with the I Ching (A Replication).

Chapter 6: The I Ching Experiments (Additional Analyses).

Chapter 7: The Effects of Change of Pro Attitudes on Paranormal Performance
by Naive and Sophisticated Skeptics (A Pilot study).

Chapter 8: Attitudinal and Dispositional Effects on Goal Orientation During a
Gambling Task.

Chapter 9: Paranormal Effects using Sighted and Vision-Impaired Participants
in a Quasi-Ganzfeld Task.

Chapter 10: The Meta-Analyses and the ESP-PK Dichotomy.

Chapter 11: The States-of-Mind Scales: Further Investigations into Conditions
Conducive to Paranormal Effects.

Chapter 12: Discussion.

Related Papers and Articles

Other writing includes papers, research notes, and technical notes on issues related to the
project, all of which have been submitted to refereed journals for publication. These
papers were authored or co-authored by Dr. Thalbourne and Lance Storm.
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Recent Positive Developments

On June 25" 2001, the Head of Department of Psychology, Professor John Taplin,
announced the establishment of an Anomalistic Psychology Research Unit for the study
of anomalous phenomena.

Dr. Michael Thalbourne was elected president of the Australian Institute of
Parapsychological Research. He was also appointed editor of the new Australian Journal
of Parapsychology, which has received much praise. He was also voted Supervisor of the
Year by the President of the Post-Graduate Student Association.

Lance Storm received the Head of the Department Special Award for his record of
research publications, including a publication in the prestigious Psychological Bulletin.

Plans for November and December 2001

The remaining two chapters will be finished during November. It is intended that the
thesis will be submitted to examiners in December 2001. The required two examiners
have been chosen. When this thesis has been approved a copy will be sent to the Bial
Foundation.

Financial Statement

Please find attached copies of financial statements relevant to this grant. Note that these

statements are in Australian dollars, where the exchange rate was US$ 0.50.

This progress report is submitted as a requirement made of the fund recipients, Dr. M. A.
Thalbourne and Lance Storm, by the Bial Foundation. We trust that this report is
satisfactory. Should any further information be required please feel free to contact Dr.
Thalbourne.
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