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In a pilot study conducted over a span of several months, long before
the present research project was started, we repeatedly measured
charge build-up and decay, and concurrent light emission from one
subject during periods of healing intent. Subsequent to our pilot study,
another research laboratory has measured charge build-up and decay
on the body of several subjects during periods of focused intent, but
they made no attempt to measure light emission.

In the present study we have tested 35 people (10 controls and 25
healers), many of them multiple times, and we have evidence that one
of the healers did something quite extraordinary twice in one testing
session. This subject emitted bursts of blue/ultraviolet light and
concurrent charge buildup on the body as measured by our electrodes.
Also, we have recorded evidence that many of the healers produced
abundant heat emission (infrared light) from their hands and faces as
recorded by our infrared camera.

The testing results that we have obtained to date have been presented
as a paper at the 2005 Parapsychology Association Conference and as a
slide presentation at the 2005 Society for Scientific Exploration
Conference. As part of this final report to the BIAL Foundation, the
paper presented at the PA Conference is included here and it begins on
the next page.

118/02 - “Differential Responses to target vs. Non-Target Psi
Stimuli: An Event-Related fMRI Study”

Instituicao/ Institution: Harvard University Psychology Department and
NMR Center - USA

Duracao prevista/ Estimated duration: 2003/01 - 2006/03
Investigadores/Researchers: Prof. Stephen Kosslyn, Dr. Sam Moulton

Abstract: In its most conservative instantiation, the psi hypothesis
asserts the anomalous presence of knowledge. A direct and promising
strategy to quantify potential psi effects lies in powerful neuroimaging
approaches that make few assumptions about the nature of such
knowledge. By circumventing behavior and directly examining brain
activity we can increase the likelihood of uncovering a psi effect, and
decrease the ambiguity of a null result. In this study, we relied upon the
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robust finding within cognitive neuroscience that prior knowledge of a
stimulus biases the brain’s response to that stimulus, even when the
prior knowledge is unconscious. We hypothesized that knowledge
acquired through psi would similarly prime neuronal activity, and that
evidence of priming associated with psi stimuli would offer compelling
evidence for the existence of psi. Sixteen participants completed a
simple binary guessing task while their brain activity was monitored
using functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI). In this task,
participants viewed two sequential photographs and were asked to
decide which image would shortly be randomly chosen by the
computer; after participants indicated their choice on each trial, they
were shown the target stimulus from the pair a second time. Qutside the
scanner, an emotionally-close or biologically-related partner viewed
only the target stimuli. Our experimental protocol thus had three
potential sources of psi stimuli, corresponding to the three hypothesized
mechanisms of anomalous information acquisition: precognition,
telepathy, and clairvoyance. We analyzed Blood Oxygen Level-
Dependent (BOLD) activity associated with target versus decoy stimuli
in search for evidence of psi. Results from this contrast - as well as
several others of purely psychological interest - are discussed.

124/02 - “The Flexibility of Physical Body Boundaries and its
Relationship to Out-of-Body Experiences”

Instituicao/ Institution: Liverpool Hope University College - UK
Duracao/ Duration: 2003/08 - 2004/12

Investigadores/Researchers: Dr. Craig Murray, Dr. Jezz Fox

Abstract: This project explored the relationship between Qut-of-Body
Experiences (OBE) and the flexibility of body boundaries. The project
was built around the argument that OBEs occur due to the exacerbation
of pre-existing body image disturbances. We further postulated that the
nature of this experience was a generalised dissociation (as compared
with non-OBE experients) between their self and body that can be
assessed on a number of levels: perceptual, behavioural, affective and
social.
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