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PROJECT LEADER: DR. LANCE STORM

The Bial Foundation has financially supported me, Dr. Lance Storm, as project leader over the
course of the experiment—April 1, 2005 to March 31, 2006. The project is now complete. The
following is a report on the results of the project, and budget and expenditure statements.

Abstract and Poster

An abstract of the I Ching experiment is included (see page 2). A poster was presented at the Bial
Symposium in March/April 2006. A paper has been written and will be submitted soon for
publication in a peer-reviewed journal.

This progress report is submitted as a final requirement made of the fund recipient, Dr. Lance
Storm, by the Bial Foundation. I trust that this report is satisfactory. Should any further information
be required please feel free to contact me.
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A PARAPSYCBOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION OF THE I CHING: THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN Psi,
INTUITION, AND TIME PERSPECTIVE

BY LANCE STORM

Abstract: Statistical evidence was sought that an anomalous effect might be involved in the
ancient Chinese system of divination known as the I Ching. The I Ching user throws three
coins, six times, to generate one of 64 possible six-line symbols (or hexagrams), and then
consults the associated divinatory reading. Initial studies suggest that first-hexagram
outcomes can be determined in advance of generating the hexagram to a significant degree
above MCE (Thalbourne & Storm, in press). However, participants might not only target
first-hexagrams (of which the associated reading is present-focused), but also second-
hexagrams (the associated reading of which is future-focused since second hexagrams,
generated from first hexagrams, traditionally indicate likely future scenarios). In the present
study, it was theorized that hexagram targeting may accord with a person’s time perspective.
A present time perspective (PTP) is held by individuals whose focus is on immediate events,
whereas a future time perspective (FTP) is held by individuals whose focus is what the future
has in store. Since intuitive types are said to be future-oriented (i.e., typically looking for the
possibilities or future state of things), it is hypothesized that FTP-types are more intuitive
than PTP-types. It is also hypothesized that (i) hit-rates for the two types of hexagram
outcomes are above chance, (ii) time perspective determines a participant’s influence on those
outcomes (i.e., PTP-types hit more often on first-hexagrams than FTP-types who hit more
often on second-hexagrams), (iii) there is a relationship between pro attitude and hexagram
hitting, and (iv) intuition predicts hexagram outcomes. A sample of 200 participants (mostly
university students) gemerated I Ching hexagrams and then completed a battery of
questionnaires, It was found that FTP-types were not more intuitive than PTP-types. Hit-
rates were above chance on second-hexagram hitting only, but not significantly. PTP-types
did hit more often on first-hexagrams (25%) compared to FTP-types (22%), whereas FTP-
types did hit more often on second-hexagrams (36%) compared to PTP-types (31%)—but the
differences were not significant. A significant correlation between pro attitude and second-
hexagram hitting was found, but there were no significant relationships between intuition and
hexagram outcomes.
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PROJECT: “A PARAPSYCHOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION OF THE I CHING: THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PSI, INTUITION, AND TIME PERSPECTIVE”

PROJECT LEADER: DR. LANCE STORM

The Bial Foundation has financially supported me, Dr. Lance Storm, as project leader over the
course of the experiment—April 1, 2005 to December 31, 2005. The project is to be complete in
March 31, 2006. The following is an interim report on the experimental and analytical work carried
out for the project.

The Experiment

Statistical evidence was sought that an anomalous effect might be involved in the ancient Chinese
system of divination known as the 7 Ching. The I Ching user throws three coins, six times, fo
generate one of 64 possible six-line symbols or hexagrams, and then consults the associated
divinatory reading. Previous studies have given some indication that first-hexagram outcomes can
be determined in advance of generating the hexagram to a significant degree above MCE
(Thalbourne & Storm, submitted). However, participants might not only target first-hexagrams (of
which the associated reading is present-focused), but they may also target second hexagrams (the
associated reading of which is future-focused—second hexagrams are generated from the first
hexagram). It is theorised that hexagram targeting may be in accord with the participant’s time
perspective. A present time perspective (PTP) refers to immediate events, whereas a future time
perspective (FTP) refers to fate and what it has in store. PTP and FTP types are determined from
scores on the Time Perspective Inventory (Zimbardo & Boyd, 1999). Since intuitive types are said
to be future-oriented (i.e., typically looking for the possibilities or future state of things), it is
hypothesized that (i) there are relationships between time-perspective and Intuiting using the
Singer-Loomis Type Deployment Inventory (Singer & Loomis, 1996). It is also hypothesised that
(ii) hit-rates for the two types of hexagram outcomes are above chance, (iii) time perspective
determines a participant’s influence on those outcomes (i.e., PTP types hit more often on first-
hexagrams than FTP types who hit more often on second hexagrams), and (iv) intuition predicts
hexagram outcomes.

Interim Analysis

Thus far, 180 of the planned 200 participants have been tested in the I Ching study. The project
leader Dr. Lance Storm has been the experimenter for all participants and he will continue to test
participants until the project is completed. The experimenter is working at % time rate on the project
and tests an average of twenty participants per month.

It is proposed that an abstract and poster will be prepared for the Bial Symposium in March/April
2006 using the data collected so far. In April 2006, a paper using all data to be collected (i.e., N =
200) will be written and submitted for publication in a peer-reviewed journal.

Interim Results

Most hypotheses have been supported in this study. There were significant relationships between
PTP scores and (a) extraverted intuiting, and (b) introverted intuiting. There was a significant
relationship between FTP scores and introverted intuiting. Hit-rates were significantly (or
marginally significantly) above chance on the two I Ching measures—first-hexagram hit-rate (N =
180), P = .26, where Pycg = .25 (p = .067); second-hexagram hit-rate (first-hexagram hitters only: n
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= 38), P =34, where Puce = .238 (p = .048); and second-hexagram hit-rate (first-hexagram missers
only: n = 100), P = .29, where Pycg = .254 (p = .063). PTP types did hit more often on first-
hexagrams (27.2%) compared to FTP types (22.7%), whereas FTP types did hit more often on
second-hexagrams (32.7%) compared to PTP types (29.2%)—the differences were not significant.
There were no significant relationships in the hypothesised directions between Intuiting (extraverted
and introverted) and hexagram outcomes.

Financial Statement—Expenditure of Grant No. 24/04

Please find attached an interim financial statement detailing the expenditure of grant no. 24/04.
Note that the amounts shown in this statement are in Australian dollars. Note also that 55% of Dr.
Storm’s salary is yet to be paid, and there is a consultant, Dr. Michael A. Thalbourne, who is to be
paid his consultancy fee of AUD$2500 at the end of the project (March 31, 2006).

This progress report is submitted as a partial requirement made of the fund recipient, Dr. Lance
Storm, as requested by the Bial Foundation. I trust that this report is satisfactory. Should any further
information be required please feel free to contact me.
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