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IMPLICIT PSI IN A STIMULUS DETECTION TASK - CAN uPK
AND PRECOGNITION AFFECT PERCEPTUAL
PERFORMANCE

Jacob Jolij & Dick Bierman

Heymans Group for Anomalous Cognition
Department of Experimental Psychology, University of Groningen
Netherlands

ABSTRACT - RESEARCH BRIEF

Over the past years, it has become increasingly apparent that perception is not a passive process:
how stimuli appear is not just a function of stimulus properties, but also of the memory, and
expectancies of the observer. In an experiment testing the effects of stimulus randomization on
these expectancy processes, we have reported an anomalous effect of apparent precognition. Here
we show that there may be another anomalous effect in play in stimulus detection tasks, namely
psychokinesis. In a simple stimulus detection experiment, we used quantum-random versus
pseudo-random generated stimulus sequences. If pseudo-generated sequences contain implicit
structure, we would expect better performance for these sequences. Contrary to this prediction, we
found participants performed better and faster in the quantum-random generated sequences. We
explain this result in terms of the observation theory-framework, which postulates that psi-effects
are closely related to the radical subjective solution of the measurement problem in quantum
mechanics. Our results can be explained by assuming a combination of PK and precognitive
priming effects for quantum-random generated sequences. We describe a replication experiment
to formally test this hypothesis.

THE SELFIELD: A PRECOGNITION STUDY
USING AN IMMERSIVE DISPLAY SYSTEM

Mario Varvoglis, Peter Bancel, Djohar si Ahmed,

Jocelyne Boban & Jean-Paul Bailly
Institut Métapsychique International
Paris, France

ABSTRACT

In a previous research project, we presented a telepathy study which we hoped would be both psi-
conducive and efficient in terms of data-collection; it involved coupling a multiple trial forced-
choice protocol with participant optimization procedures involving immersive hardware and
software. Overall results were not significant, though they did show significant variability,
possibly suggesting a combination of psi hitting and psi missing.
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The current exploratory study is broadly inspired by the previous one, but introduces several
improvements in the optimization procedures, as well as a shift from a dyadic-subject approach,
to a single-subject protocol focused on precognition. This shift was motivated in large part by the
rather positive track record of recent precognition research — as witnessed by physiologically based
presentiment studies, and by the reverse-causality social psychology studies recent introduced by
Daryl Bem. We thus decided to opt for a single-subject precognition protocol, both because it is
comparatively easier to implement than telepathy protocols, and because it seems promising in
terms of replicability.

A second, more process-oriented objective for this study, was to better grasp the role of
feedback in multiple-trial psi tasks. Both theoretical and psychological reasoning would suggest
that trial-by-trial feedback should contribute to scoring, either by injecting outcome information
into earlier choices (according to a retro-causal model), or by helping subjects to zero in on
productive mental strategies as they proceed through an experimental session. On the other hand,
as some subjects in our previous study indicated, it may be that trial-by-trial outcome information
induces stressful, performance-oriented mindset, offsetting the learning gains that might come with
feedback. Thus, as part of our objective of producing a multi-trial psi-conducive protocol, we
sought to assess feedback vs. non-feedback scoring under motivationally equivalent conditions.

Finally, this study was also intended to provide us with an empirical effect-size estimate, which
in turn would allow us to specify power requirements for future replications. A pre-set total of
3000 binary choice trials were collected from 82 subjects over a 7-week testing period, each subject
contributing either 20 or 40 trials, in accordance with pre-set criteria. 26 of these subjects were
known to be regular meditation practitioners, invited by one of us (PAB) who is affiliated with a
local Buddhist center. All subjects were tested either by MV or PAB at the Institute Métapsychique
in Paris, using a specially constructed immersive environment and audio-visuel sequences used
for the psi task. The task consisted of selecting and opening spherical image containers that
emerged out of a hypnotic animated starfield. Following the subject’s choice, a binary random
decision would decide whether the subject would obtain a miss or a hit, and whether the hit-miss
feedback would be shown. A hit resulted in the emergence of the portrait of an animal, or an
interesting or famous personality staring directly at the subject and growing in size. Misses were
associated with a noisy withdrawal of the sphere back into the starfield and no-feedback produced
a simple fadeout of the sphere container.

The results for the 3000 trials were non-significant. The overall hit rate came in at null
expectation (50.1%), and although feedback trials did have a higher hit rate than no-feedback trials
(51% vs. 48.6%) the t-score for the difference was only 1.29 (one-tailed P-value=0.10).
Nevertheless, these results, as well as several exploratory analyses, suggest directions for further
study.

First, the difference between feedback and no-feedback hit rates indicates that a 0.05-level
replication at 80% power could be achieved with only a modest increase in the number of trials. A
positive replication would encourage the idea that feedback may be useful to subjects, provided it
does not disrupt the “flow” state and induce a performance mindset.
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Second, hit rates tended to increase over the course of a 20-trial series. A regression of trial-
ordered hit rates found higher hit rates for later trials (P-value=0.04, two-tailed). In other words,
subjects may have progressively found a mental strategy or a state that produced better scoring,
which would accord with subject responses in a post-session questionnaire, where 89% agreed
“scores would improve with continued training”.

Finally, the 26 Buddhist meditators had a group hit rate of 52.1% (one-tailed P-value=0.09) and
the subgroup judged to be the most experienced had a hit rate of 54.7% (one-tailed P-value=.012).
This finding contributes to the growing literature that suggests that experienced meditators are
particularly good subjects for psi research. We are thus planning to follow up with our protocol
this year, focusing more specifically on an experienced-meditator population.

We would like to express our deep gratitude to the Bial Foundation for its support of the Selfield project.

DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSES OF VARIOUS ANOMALOUS
EXPERIENCES OF NURSES AND CARERS:
PERSONALITY, PERCEPTUAL AND COGNITIVE FACTORS
ASSOCIATED WITH ANOMALOUS/PARANORMAL
EXPERIENCES REPORTED BY NURSES

Alejandro Parra
Instituto de Psicologia Paranormal
Buenos Aires, Argentina

ABSTRACT

A number of anomalous/paranormal experiences (APE) appear to be reported by nurses (Barbato,
Blunden, Reid, Irwin, & Rodriguez 1999, Fenwick, Lovelace, & Brayne 2007, O’Connor 2003)
and doctors (see Osis & Haraldsson 1977, 1997) consisting of apparitions, “coincidences,” death-
bed visions, and other anomalous phenomena, sometimes in relation to patients, and other times
by nurses, carers and doctors themselves in hospital settings (Barret 1926, Kubler Ross 1971; Osis
& Haraldsson 1997). Nursing provides a wide range of potential workplace stressors (potentially
causing hallucinatory/imaginative experiences), as it is a profession requiring a high level of skill,
teamwork in a variety of situations, provision of 24-hour delivery of care, and input of what is
often referred to as emotional labour. The importance of empathy in the nursing context is related
to a core of common aims and purposes, and there is general understanding that nurses’ empathic
attitude is important for patients’ adherence to treatment. A capacity for absorption, by itself, may
not be a sufficient trigger for paranormal/anomalous experiences. It could be postulated that people
must also have a motivation or need for the experience of absorption, as well as a situation suitable
for inducing workplace stressors and empathy with patients, such as a hospital setting.

The aim of this study was to determine the degree of occurrence of certain unusual perceptual
experiences in hospital settings, so called Anomalous/Paranormal Experiences (APE), often
related by nurses and carers. We hypothesized that: (H1) nurses who report APEs will tend to score
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